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Let freedom ringLet freedom ring

Saturdays and 
Sundays were spe-
cial days for Bud 

Madeen. After a round 
of golf on Saturday, he 
would set up his easel 
and work on his paint-
ings.

The first was of a 
pre-teenage boy, his son 
Jeff Madeen, sitting in 
front of the American 
flag, looking up from 
reading a book as if he 
was pondering what the 
words meant.

The painting was 
titled, “Teenagers,” and 
Jeff Madeen was just 12 
years old when he mod-
eled for it.

Jeff Madeen remem-
bers those weekends 
fondly, and says they 
served as motivation for 
him — now as the owner 
and curator of Blo Back 
Gallery in Pueblo.

“He was a week-
end-warrior painter 
and that kind of helped 
me,” Jeff Madeen said. 
“I thought it was pretty 
cool and that I could 
make art. He always 
encouraged me.”

“Teenagers” was 
finished in 1967 and was 
the first in a series of 
paintings inspired by the 

Time magazine story of 
the year.

In the years after, the 
late Bud Madeen worked 
on several other paint-
ings touching on topics 
like race relations, the 
assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr. and John 
F. Kennedy, the Vietnam 
War and the Berlin Wall, 
among others. Now, the 
works are a part of a 
collection that will be 
shown at Blo Back, 131 
Spring St., in an exhibit 
called “The Freedom 
Series.”

An opening reception 
is scheduled to take 
place during First Friday, 
starting at 5:30 p.m. July 
6. The show will run 
until July 27.

The show serves as a 

timeline of sorts, with 
images from 1967 to 2015.

“I think that was his 
goal,” Jeff Madeen said. 
“My mom and dad were 
avid readers of Time. 

They read it from cover 
to cover, every week.”

The first time the 
exhibit was shown was 
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New Blo Back 
show celebrates 
Independence Day 
in a unique way
BY LUKE LYONS 
THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN 
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Jeff Madeen pauses from reading to think for a moment in Bud Madeen’s first painting in 1967 ‘Teenagers.’ That 
year, Time Magazine and the U.S. Census Bureau reported teenagers to be the most dominant age group. The 
painting reflects that generation, and the future they were to hold.

IF YOU GO
Who: Bud Madeen and Jeff Madeen
What: Freedom Series
When: Friday through July 27
Where: Blo Back Gallery, 131 Spring St.
Information: blobackgallery.com

 
Bud Madeen’s ‘Independence Day’ painting depicts an older man and young boy 
holding their own Fourth of July parade. The painting was created in celebration of 
the holiday. Bud Madeen’s ‘Symbols’ shows the American flag overpowering symbols used by tyrant 

nations. The painting was made in 1990.

It isn’t what it seems 
to be. I want people to 
think about it. If you’re 
‘awake’ and look at the 
information . . . it’s all 
over the place. People 
don’t connect the dots. 
It just not be the way 
you think it is.

JEFF MADEEN 
OWNER AND ARTIST, 

BLO BACK GALLERY

SEE INDEPENDENCE, 12A

Drug spoon sculpture placed outside drugmaker headquarters

STAMFORD, Conn. — 
An 800-pound, nearly 
11-foot-long steel sculp-
ture of a bent and burned 
drug spoon was briefly 
placed last week in front 
of the Connecticut head-
quarters of drugmaker 
Purdue Pharma as part of 
an art protest against the 
opioid crisis. 

Artist Domenic Es-
posito and art gallery 
owner Fernando Alvarez 
dropped the sculpture at 

the company’s Stamford 
headquarters. Police 
arrested Alvarez on a 
minor charge of ob-
structing free passage. A 
city worker removed the 
spoon with a payloader 
and it was hauled to a 
police evidence holding 
area. 

Several state and local 
governments are su-
ing Purdue Pharma for 
allegedly using deceptive 
marketing to boost sales 
of its opioid painkiller 
OxyContin, deceiving 

patients and doctors 
about the risks of opi-
oids. The company has 
been blamed for helping 
fuel addiction and opioid 
overdose deaths. 

Purdue Pharma denies 
the allegations in the 
lawsuits. 

“We share the protest-
ers’ concern about the 
opioid crisis, and respect 
their right to peacefully 
express themselves,” 
the company said in a 
statement Friday in re-
sponse to the sculpture. 

“Purdue is committed to 
working collaboratively 
with those affected by 
this public health crisis 
on meaningful solutions 
to help stem the tide of 
opioid-related overdose 
deaths.” 

Opioid overdose deaths 
rose to about 46,000 in 
the U.S. for the 12-month 
period that ended in 
October 2017, up about 
15 percent from October 
2016, according to the 
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Exhibit designed to protest heroin epidemic targets OxyContin manufacturer
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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An 800-pound sculpture titled ‘Purdue,’ created by 
artist Domenic Esposito is displayed Friday outside the 
Connecticut headquarters of drugmaker Purdue Pharma, 
maker of opioid painkiller OxyContin.

SEE PROTEST, 12A
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in 1990 in Elgin, Ill. — 
Bud Madeen’s home-
town.

In 2016, Jeff and Bud 
Madeen decided to 
hold a joint show in 
which Jeff Madeen 
supplied rebuttals to 
the original paintings, 
as well as his own 
work.

The show provid-
ed an opportunity to 
showcase the father 
and son’s shared 
passion, as well as an 
opportunity to spend 
time as a family.

“It was great,” Jeff 
Madeen said. “He 
came to the opening 
and hung out with my 
brothers and sisters.”

Jeff Madeen’s rebut-
tals showed his own 
personal views on the 
same topics with the 
events in the rearview. 
His father enjoyed his 
son’s views, which 
he didn’t really know 
until he saw the joint 
exhibit for the first 
time.

“He goes to the 
show, and the show 
is hung and there’s 
all these rebuttals,” 
Jeff Madeen said. “He 
goes, ‘you’re a rabble Bud Madeen’s ‘Rebirth’ painting, finished in 1968, depicts 

the divide between whites and blacks in America. The 
dandelion in the middle depicts new life in which race is 
no longer an issue.

Bud Madeen’s ‘Berlin Wall’ painting was created in 1969 
and illustrates the divide of two worlds in post-World War 
II Germany.

rouser.’ And I go, ‘yes, 
I am.’ ”

With new informa-
tion, and new perspec-
tives, the paintings take 
on different meanings 
to younger generations.

“It isn’t what it seems 
to be,” Jeff Madeen 
said. “I want people to 
think about it. If you’re 
‘awake’ and look at the 
information . . . it’s all 
over the place. People 
don’t connect the dots. 
It just might not be the 
way you think it is.”

The Blo Back Gal-
lery’s mission state-
ment is “to provide an 
uncensored platform 
that may challenge 
what we believe to be 
true.”

Jeff Madeen hopes 
this exhibit does just 
that.

“I hope it challeng-
es your beliefs, and 
people ask where they 
come from,” he said.

For more on the 
gallery, visit bloback-
gallery.com.

llyons@chieftain.com

COURTESY PHOTOS/JEFF MADEEN

Bullet holes shatter glass holding an American flag in Bud Madeen’s ‘Assassination.’ The painting was created in 
1968 in light of the killings of Martin Luther King Jr., Robert Kennedy and President John F. Kennedy.

 
A pregant, young widow of a Vietnam War hero sits 
solemly in a chair in Bud Madeen’s ‘Vietnam’ painting. The 
1970 painting was made to show how the war impacted 
those left behind by soldiers.
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Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 

Esposito, of West-
wood, Massachusetts, 
and his family have 
struggled with his 
brother’s 14-year opioid 
addiction. He said his 
brother, Danny, who has 
been clean for the past 
four months, had nearly 
died and has been in 
and out of jail. 

He said the idea for 
the 4-foot-high sculp-
ture, which includes 
a depiction of burned 
heroin on the spoon, 
came from his mother 
screaming several years 
ago that she found an-
other bent spoon used 
by his brother. Spoons 
are used to “cook” the 
drugs into liquid form 

before putting them into 
syringes. 

“The spoon has al-
ways been an albatross 
for my family,” Esposito 
said. “It’s kind of an 
emotional symbol, a 
dark symbol for me. 

“This is just a move-
ment for accountability,” 
he said. “Percocet and 
OxyContin are still all 
over the streets. Noth-
ing’s changed. People 
are still dying. . . . It’s 
also a calling for the fed-
eral government to step 
in and do something.” 

The placement of the 
giant spoon at Purdue 
Pharma kicked off an 
exhibit on the opioid 
crisis that opened Fri-
day at Alvarez’s gallery 
in Stamford.

Dear Abby: My 
parents went through a 
bitter divorce five years 
ago and have had little 
to no contact since then. 
During the process 
of the divorce, their 
communication was 
through my siblings and 
me, which took a toll on 
us. However, despite the 
turmoil of the divorce, 
we are still close to both 
of them. 

I’m a medical student 
who will be graduating 
next year. I recently 
brought up the idea of 
having a graduation par-
ty, but my father says he 
refuses to come if Mom 
or anyone from her 
side of the family will 
be there. This led to a 
discussion about future 
weddings and events 
that will most likely 
happen soon. 

My siblings and I are 

in our mid- to late-20s, 
and Dad insists that he 
won’t attend any future 
events that Mom will 
attend, even if it’s his 
own child’s wedding. It 
was extremely difficult 
to hear. 

My siblings and I can’t 
imagine him boycotting 
something just because 
he doesn’t want to be 
in the presence of our 
mother. We all think 
he’s overreacting and 
needs to get over the 
past. — Child of Divorce 
in Michigan

Dear Child: Your 
father may be angry, but 
he is also being selfish 
and childish. By telling 
you what he did, he’s 
attempting to manipu-
late you into choosing 
between him and your 
mother. 

You cannot control 
the actions of another 
adult. You can, howev-
er, control the way you 
react to his behavior. 

You and your sib-
lings should not allow 
yourselves to be manip-
ulated. “Remind” your 
father that if he follows 
through with his threat, 

Bitter divorce 
has dad ducking 
family festivities

DEAR ABBY
Life

he will be missed, and 
the only person he’ll be 
hurting is himself.

Dear Abby: My best 
friend from college re-
cently had a baby. I had 
planned a trip to visit 
her, and during my visit, 
she said, we would visit 
the local pool. A week 
before I was set to leave, 
she notified me that I 
would have to wear a 
T-shirt over my bathing 
suit at all times because 
my “fit body” would 
make her neighbors 
who have “mom bodies” 
uncomfortable, and she 
doesn’t want to upset 
them. 

I was shocked and of-
fended for women of all 
sizes. I responded that I 
would never be uncom-
fortable with anyone’s 

mom body or ask them 
to cover up, and I won’t 
wear a T-shirt. She re-
sponded that if I have a 
problem with it, I should 
just not come. Help! — 
Shocked and Offended

Dear Shocked and 
Offended: Be neither 
shocked nor offend-
ed. I agree that no one 
should have to cover 
their bodies. I suspect 
your best friend from 
college is not happy 
with her post-baby body 
right now and wants to 
avoid comparisons. Tell 
her you understand, and 
try to reschedule a visit 
during ski season.

Write Dear Abby at 
www.DearAbby.com.
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EAGLES #145
1615 S. PRAIRIE AVE.  • 561-2801

TUES / THURS NOON 
OPEN 10:00 AM

GAME 6
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60+ Players
$400 if less

than 60
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BINGO CASINO
4109 Club Manor Drive  543-5557

Tonight 7:00 pm - 7 Game Format
Fr. John Powers

Progressive $7,440
1

Game $500


